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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-9 and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Golding in view of Thelen (5,709,045). 

With respect to claim 12, Golding teaches an apparatus for identifying a house 
(10) comprising: a plurality of translucent (column 6, lines 29-35) display panels (40 and 
42), each of the display panels having a light source (48) therein and an identification 
symbol (46) thereon, the identification symbol illuminated by the light source, the 
translucent display panels further comprising a male interlocking connector portion (left 
side or items 40 and 42) and a female interlocking connector portion (right side of items 
40 and 42), the interlocking connector portions in adjacent display panels of the plurality 
of translucent display panels configured for detachable interfitting mating engagement 
(Fig. 1), the male and female interlocking connector portions comprising power supply 
wiring (45) for supply of power to the light source within each of the display panels. 
Golding does not explicitly teach electroluminescent lighting. Thelen, drawn to 
illuminated identification devices, teaches electroluminescent lighting for identification 
symbols (Abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the invention, to use the electroluminescent lighting of Thelen in the translucent 
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display panels for identification symbols of Golding, in order to provide a continuously 
lighted identification address, which is highly visible at night (column 1, lines 49-50). 

As for claim 2, Golding further shows an electrical power supply unit (14), the 
power supply unit configured to supply a desired voltage electrical power supply to the 
plurality of translucent display panels (column 6, lines 5-11). 

As for claim 3, Golding further teaches a power adaptor (45), the power adaptor 
configured for interlocking engagement with one of the interlocking connector portions 
on one of the translucent display panels, the power adapter configured for transmitting 
electrical power from the electrical power supply to one of the interlocking connector 
portions (column 6, lines 40-42). 

With respect to claims 4 and 5, Golding teaches all of the claimed elements, as 
disclosed above, except for the electrical power supply comprising a transformer that 
supplies power at approximately 9 volts. Thelen teaches an electrical power supply 
comprising a transformer (12) that supplies power at approximately 9 volts (column 2, 
lines 41-42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to use the transformer of Thelen in the apparatus of Golding, in order to in 
order to provide a low voltage power supply capable of continuous illumination (column 
1, lines 25-27). 

As for claim 6, Golding further shows the display panels (40 and 42) further 
comprise one or more screw through apertures (44 and 47) defined by interior edge wall 
portions. 
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As for claim 7, Golding further shows the display panels comprise first and 
second sidewall portions (the vertical edges of items 40 and 42 closest to item 46), and 
wherein the interlocking connector portions are configured (left and right sides of items 
40 and 42) as complementary receptacle grooves and protruding plugs (Fig. 1). 

As for claim 8, Golding further teaches the receptacle grooves are provided in the 
first sidewall (right vertical edge of items 40 and 42 closest to item 46), and the plugs 
are provided protruding from the second sidewall (left vertical edge of items 40 and 42 
closest to item 46). 

As for claim 9, Golding further shows adjacent display panels are secured in 
interfitting mating engagement by complementary tongue and groove features in 
adjacent first and second sidewalls of adjacent display panels (Fig. 1). 

As for claim 1 1 , Golding further teaches an ambient light photo sensor (Fig. 4a) 
and a controller (31), the ambient light sensor adapted to sense low light conditions and 
to act, through the controller, to turn on the light sources in the plurality of display panels 
(column 5, line 66-column 6, line 3). 

As for claims 13 and 14, Golding teaches identification symbols (46) that 
comprise letters and number (Fig. 1). 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Golding 
and Thelen as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of Johnson et al. 
(6,439,731). 

With respect to claim 10, Golding and Thelen teach all of the claimed elements, 
as disclosed above, as well as Golding teaches an emergency mode (column 4, lines 1- 
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3). Golding and Thelen do not explicitly teach the display unit comprising multi-level light 
sources, the multi-level light source configured for operation in a normal, low intensity 
lighting mode, and a high intensity lighting mode. Johnson, drawn to illuminated 
displays, teaches a display unit comprising multi-level light sources, the multi-level light 
source configured for operation in a normal, low intensity lighting mode, and a high 
intensity lighting mode (column 6, lines 8-22). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to use the dimming circuit of 
Johnson in the display unit of Golding, in order to provide a less expensive way to 
adjust light intensity over infinite output levels (column 6, lines 8-22). 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.G. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Golding, 
Thelen, and Johnson as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Edwards et al. 
(4,901,461). 

With respect to claim 15, Golding, Thelen, and Johnson teach all of the claimed 
elements, as disclosed above, except an emergency display mode wherein the one or 
more display panels are powered in a flashing configuration during the emergency 
display mode. Edwards, also drawn to illuminated identification devices, teaches an 
emergency display mode wherein the one or more display panels are powered in a 
flashing configuration during the emergency display mode (Abstract). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention to use the 
emergency display mode of Edwards in the display unit of Golding, in order to give a 
status signal to a person outside the home (Abstract). 
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Conclusion 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Carter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0959. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea can be reached on (571)272-2378. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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